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“This is how all will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.”

John 13:35
At the Maria Stein Shrine, our mission is to be a place of
peace, prayer, and hospitality to our guests. We strive to
preserve this here so travelers near and far are met with
a sense of true holiness immediately after stepping foot
on our grounds.  As the script above the Relic Chapel
exterior door reads, “Enter devoutly O Pilgrim, for no
place is holier than this on the New Continent.” 

Many years ago, the Sisters of the Precious Blood opened
a little coffee shop in the old west wing of the convent
building known as the Swiss Coffee Shop to offer
hospitality to those who gathered here.  As things
changed and buildings were in disrepair, the coffee shop
doors were eventually closed. As a tribute to our history
and in our efforts to strengthen our mission of
hospitality, we are in the early phases of starting a bake
shop for our pilgrims and guests to enjoy their time at
the Shrine with the tastes and smells of a warm pastry,
hot cup of coffee, and good conversation or a quiet time
of prayer and reflection.

Stay tuned in the months ahead as we finalize our plans
to bring to life a piece of our rich history. Our vision is for
the bake shop to be located on our third floor in the Last
Supper Room and to serve our guests while they enjoy
their visit here at the Shrine. This will be a space for
groups to gather and share in fellowship and experience
the beautiful traditions of the Maria Stein Shrine.
Brunner Bake Shop is coming soon! 

We look forward to seeing you here at the Shrine and
offering our hospitality to each and every visitor and
pilgrim. This is a holy place, and we hope it continues to
inspire those who visit the Shrine to live a life of faith
and witness to hospitality as Jesus did for us. Visit the
Shrine Today!

LOOKING FORWARD
B Y   M A R K  T R A V I S ,  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O RTHE  UPDATE

All Glory be to God,



One of the recent initiatives of the local church is to help the
faithful deepen their love and understanding of the Eucharist.
In fact, here in the United States, we are in the midst of a
multi-year Eucharistic revival, with parishes and dioceses
taking part. As the Shrine looks to the events and services of
2023, we hope to highlight the centrality of the Eucharist to
our faith. 

We must begin with an example of Eucharistic praying and
living, which was gifted to us by the Sisters of the Precious
Blood. This legacy permeates the building and grounds with a
sense of peace and a spirit of hospitality for the visitor. Each
week, Eucharist Adoration occurs in our chapel on three
afternoons. We invite you to join our Adoration Guild by taking
a holy hour once a month in our chapel and deepen your
friendship with our Lord. Call the ministry office to sign up. 

The Adoration Guild has been hosting talks by Sister Joyce
Ann Zimmerman, CPPS, for many years. Generally, they focus
on the topics of liturgy and prayer. This Spring, on Tuesday,
March 14, and Thursday, March 23 at 10:00 am she will offer a
presentation on the Mass. Over both of these sessions, Sister
will help us understand the symbolism of various parts of the
Mass. We hope these sessions will deepen our appreciation of
the Eucharist Celebration. 

 

LOVE OF THE 
EUCHARIST

Finally, a reminder that a weekday Mass is offered here on
Saturday mornings at 10:00 am in the Adoration Chapel. Holy
Mass is the central celebration of the faith and is the high
point of the Shrine’s weekly schedule. We invite you to come
and commune with our Lord and the local community in our
historic Chapel where prayers have been offered up for well
over a century. We hope that in 2023 all those who come to
the Shrine will deepen their relationship with our Lord. In a
special way, we pray that they might encounter Him in the
Eucharist, present in this holy place. 
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MASSES AND PRAYER SERVICES

Moreover, the Eucharist is the theme of our Spring Bible
Study here at the Shrine. Participants will delve into
Scripture to better understand the roots of the Eucharist
and how the Catholic teaching is grounded in Divine
Revelation. This five-week course, offered on Tuesday
evenings during the season of Lent, is a great way to
prepare for Easter. Easter is a time when Christians
celebrate the resurrection of the Lord and it is this
resurrected body that we receive in Holy Communion. 

 "Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has
eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day. 

For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink.
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood 

remains in me and I in him." 
John 6:54-57



ALL ARE
WELCOME 
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 Maintenance staff, housekeeping, and landscaping volunteers work so hard to keep the building and grounds in wonderful
condition so our visitors are welcomed with beauty. 

 Receptionists welcome and engage with guests to better meet their needs. 

 Tour guides welcome and entertain guests as they share the history of the grounds, the beautiful convent building, the
museum, and the chapels, and share the lives of the saints. 

 Staff and volunteers in the Pilgrim Gift Shop offer so much more than retail, they listen to the stories of the
pilgrims as they minister to them. They also listen to their needs and carefully help them find the items they
need for sacramental gifts and other special occasions. 

 There are opportunities to experience events, bible studies, and prayer services offered by the Ministry
Office where spiritual nourishment is offered and relationships developed for all ages. 

 In Fund Development, we share the opportunities of ways to support the Shrine. It is more than giving a gift
– it is about belonging to the Shrine and the joy of sharing your gifts from God. 

 The Priests welcome and listen to guests in the sacrament of Reconciliation prior to Saturday Morning Mass
where we receive the Eucharist which unites us to the Body of Christ. 

To know the Shrine is to love the Shrine! What an honor to be a part of the Shrine and to share the Shrine with others! There are
fourteen staff members and hundreds of volunteers, and together we welcome and show kindness to the thousands of
visitors/pilgrims: 

Hospitality - 
the fr iendly reception and entertainment o f 

guests , v is itors , or strangers .

"Come to me , all you who labor and are burdened , 
and I will give you rest . "

Matthew 11:28

If you have been to the Shrine, I hope you can say, “I was a
stranger and you welcomed me” (Matthew 25:35). If you
have not been to the Shrine, please come experience the
Shrine as you are and leave your mark. Thank you to all
those who come to give and to receive.



SPRING/SUMMER 2018

For up-to-date event information, follow us on Facebook or visit mariasteinshrine.org

upcoming EVENTS 

2291 St. Johns Road, Maria Stein, OH 45860
www.mariasteinshrine.org  |  PH: 419.925.4532

Monday - Thursday:
9:30am - 6:00pm

Friday & Saturday:
9:30am - 4:00pm

Sunday: 
12:00pm - 4:00pm

hours

FEBRUARY
21st   Shrove  Pancake Dinner & Alleulia Burial
26th  Couples' Night at the Shrine
28th  Winter Bible Study - The Eucharist in Scripture

MARCH
9th - 12th   First Communion Open House in the Pilgrim Gift Shop
14th & 23rd   Adoration Guild Learning Series

April 
1st - 30th  First Communion Sale in the Pilgrim Gift Shop
5th  Tenebrae

May 
8th   Behind the Shrine
15th  St. Isidore Mass
25th  Taste of the Shrine

liturgical schedule
Monday - Friday
Mid-Day Prayer: 11:45am

Tuesday - Thursday
Eucharistic Adoration: 1:00pm - 5:00pm

Saturdays
Confession: 9:30am
Rosary: 9:38am
Mass: 10:00am

" A very beautiful,
peaceful place." 
- Donna W.


