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I have always enjoyed hiking and the great outdoors.
Hiking in the Rocky Mountains has been one of my
favorite experiences. I find great peace in navigating
a rugged terrain while soaking in the beauty of God's
creation. Although uphill sections of trail can be
difficult and challenging, it’s worth it to see the
rewards of what’s just beyond the crest of the hill.
There’s nothing like topping out over a beautiful
view and knowing you earned that vista, one difficult
step at a time.

I can relate our 2020 experiences to this feeling. What
is beyond the hardships many have endured this
past year? The illnesses, isolation, disappointments
and suffering. What will tomorrow bring? What’s just
over the horizon? What will be born of the
experiences of this past year?

As spring approaches, we will once again see new life
come forth, but at the Shrine, we have already seen
and experienced so many people coming closer to
God. A renewed appreciation and realization of the
importance of our faith has been born from the
challenge and woe of 2020... and that is beautiful
sign of hope!

Blessings,

THE     UPDATE

"I	am	the	Lord,	there	is	no	other.	I	form	the	light,	and
create	the	darkness.	I	make	well-being	and	create	woe.
Let	the	earth	open	and	salvation	bud	forth;	let	justice
also	spring	up!	I,	the	Lord,	have	created	this.	Turn	to	me
and	be	safe,	all	you	ends	of	the	earth,	for	I	am	God;
there	is	no	other!"
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How many times did we say “God’s got this” throughout the
past year as we all managed throughout the pandemic? In the
Shrine’s ministry it was a lot. We knew that things would be
different and it was a way of reminding us that God always
brings good from seemingly bad situations. He brings us from
darkness into the light. 

Like any other year, we had many plans on the calendar and
goals we wanted to accomplish. But by mid-March that was not
to be. We were able to offer our annual St. Dymphna Prayer and
Shrove Pancake Dinner. Couples were treated to a special night
out (without masks – remember when?!) and we were able to
eek out one last Peregrine Service and a presentation by Sr.
Joyce Ann Zimmerman C.PP.S. before the shutdown.

BY MATT HESS, MINISTRIES AND HOSPITALITY

Fred Wiswell speaks during the St. Dymphna Prayer Service in January of 2020 

Father Alexander Witt speaks during the Couples Night Dinner in the Shrine's Upper Room in
February of 2020.

FROM DARKNESS INTO THE LIGHT

But then things changed and we reacted. Quickly we moved a
relic of St. Charles out so his sacrifice during an epidemic in
Milan could be meditated on. We planned virtual services for
healthcare workers and Holy Week. The Shrine made it
possible to light candles online and send in prayer requests.
The spring faith study changed to an online video call each
week, keeping everyone in contact. This was that light that
God offered us, a new way to reach people and a different way
for them to engage with us. 

Canceled unceremoniously were all the tours, and the sounds
of student’s feet creaking on the stairs was no longer heard.
This was a loss for us, not being able to share the Shrine with
the public and allow the space to have a deeper meaning for
them. However, God again brought about a good from this.
Pilgrims came out to explore on their own. Many were
families looking for time outside the house, locals going on a
stroll, or elders spending a quiet afternoon in contemplation.
Many said, “I’ve always wanted to make the drive here. I
finally got the time to do it.” God made the Shrine available to
people in ways we never could. 

Eventually, programming began again and, with help that
could only have been of divine origin, we got creative to reach
people. Our annual Summer Day with the Saints for children
was devised so that the safety of students was priority. Our
beloved St. Peregrine prayer and our patriotic rosary for the
election went online where more people prayed with us than
would ever have fit in our chapels here. We went off site for a
new program, so that more people could ‘Sip with the Saints’
and learn about their lives.  

When the Shrine looks back at 2020, we pray for all the loss
and suffering that was, but realize we cannot stop there. We
have to see the light was offered to us too. It all doesn’t stop
on Good Friday; we keep moving and celebrate Easter
Sunday. When we look back we will also choose to be
thankful for all the good God did through the Shrine this year.
How we changed, grew, engaged, and trusted. May we take
these gifts into the next year ready to serve God in new and
exciting ways. 

Father John Tonkin, Shrine Rector, leads the "Burial of the Alleluia" ceremony after
attendees enjoyed a Shrove Pancake Dinner to signify the beginning of the Lenten Season. 



For over 175 years the Shrine of the Holy Relics has been a
place of peace, prayer and hospitality for people both
near and far. While the faces may have changed, the
mission to provide spiritual nourishment and stand as a
beacon of faith for all has remained.

Each day of the week offers a new opportunity to
experience prayer through Eucharistic Adoration or
private meditation, unique prayer services and relic
veneration, and staff-guided or self-paced tours. 

Additionally, the dedicated staff and volunteers in the
Pilgrim Gift Shop can help you locate saint-specific,
sacramental, bereavement and other religious gifts. They
also offer Shrine memorabilia and spiritual reading
material to authenticate your visit. 

Thanks to your generous support, we are continuing to
provide programs and services that evolve and meet the
needs of our communities.

Thank you for feeding the spiritual hunger of so many, in
so many different ways, with your continued support. You
are changing the world, one life at a time!

"A	fascinating	place	whether	or
not	you	are	Catholic	or	a

believer!	Amazing	architecture
and	a	lot	of	history	here."

-	T.	Matthew,	January	2021

BY DIANA RUSSELL, FUND DEVELOPMENT

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE

FAMILIES & YOUTH

Families come year round to
learn more about their Catholic
faith and traditions. They focus
on prayer and learning about the
lives of the Saints through crafts,
games and other activities.

YOUNG ADULTS

We are blessed to have many 
of these thriving groups at the
Shrine. The vibrant activity of
Quo Vadis & the JP2 offer great
hope for the future of our
Catholic Faith!

ADULTS
Adults of all ages are active in Eucharistic
Adoration, bible studies,  prayer services,
spiritual direction, Catholic Moms Group,
Sierra Club Stations of the Cross and MCCOA
Senior luncheons. Additionally, they make up
our largest demographic of volunteers! 
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FEBRUARY 16
Shrove Pancake Dinner

and Alleluia Burial
 

MARCH 11 - 14
Pilgrim Gift Shop Spring Sale

 
MARCH 19

St. Joseph Feast Day Mass
 

MARCH 21
St. Peregrine Cancer Prayer Service

 
MARCH 31
Tenebrae

 
APRIL 8 - MAY 25 

Bible Study - Gospel of John

SPRING/SUMMER 2018

2291 St. Johns Road, Maria Stein, OH 45860
www.mariasteinshrine.org  |  PH: 419.925.4532

Monday - Thursday:

9:30am - 6:00pm

Friday & Saturday:

9:30am - 4:00pm

Sunday: 

12:00pm - 4:00pm

hours

liturgical schedule

Monday - Friday

Mid-Day Prayer: 11:45am

Tuesday - Thursday

Eucharistic Adoration: 1:00pm - 5:00pm

Saturdays

Rosary: 9:38am

Mass: 10:00am

For up-to-date event information, follow us on
Facebook or visit mariasteinshrine.org

upcoming EVENTS 


